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SUBJECT: STATEMENT ON ALTERNATIVE HERBICIDE 

1 . THE PRELIMINARY EINDINGS OE THE NIDA STUDY COMMISSIONED 
IN JUNE 1977 TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBLE HEALTH HAZARD 

POSED TO AMERICAN MARIJUANA SMOKERS BY PARAQUAT CONTAMINATED 
MARIJUANA ILLEGALLY IMPORTED EROM MEXICO, WAS RELEASED TO 
THE PUBLIC ON MARCH 12. A SUBSEQUENT PRESS RELEASE BY HEW 
SECRETARY CALIFANO WARNED MARIJUANA SMOKERS OF A POTENTIAL 
ADDITIONAL RISK THEY EACE OVER AND ABOVE THE INHERENT 
HEALTH OR LEGAL DANGER INVOLVED IN MARIJUANA CONSUMPTION. 

THE WARNING WAS NOTED BY THE PRESS AND MEDIA IN THE U.S. 
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AND HAS RECEIVED WIDESPREAD COVERAGE. 

2. THE DRUG POLICY OEEICE OP THE WHITE HOUSE SUBSEQUENTLY 
REQUESTED HEW, AGRICULTURE, AND ERA TO EXAMINE ALTERNATIVE 
HERBICIDES. THAT INQUIRY HAS NOW RESULTED IN A PRELIMINARY 
CONCLUSION THAT 2,4-D IS A SAPER CHEMICAL THAN PARAQUAT 
POR USE IN A MARIJUANA ERADICATION PROGRAM. 
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3. THESE FINDINGS ARE SUMMARIZED IN THE STATEMENT SET FORTH 
IN PARA 8 THAT IS PROPOSED FOR RET, EASE TO THE PUBLIC ON 
APRIL 24. 

4. IN KEEPING WITH THE ONGOING CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THIS ISSUE AND OTHERS OE THE 
COOPERATIVE U.S. AND MEXICAN NARCOTICS CONTROL EEFORT, WE 
REQUEST THAT THE STATEMENT BE SHOWN TO THE MEXICAN ATTORNEY 
GENERAL PRIOR TO ITS RELEASE. 

5. THE TIMING OF THE RELEASE OE THE MESSAGE IS URGENT IN 
VIEW OE THE SCHEDULE OE HEARINGS FOR THE NORML LAWSUIT AND 
THE EXPECTED ATTENTION THAT THIS ISSUE WILL RECEIVE DURING 
THE SENATE EOREIGN RELATIONS HEARING SCHEDULED EOR APRIL 
26. 

6. THE MEXICAN ERADICATION EEFORT AGAINST OPIUM POPPIES IS 
SHOWING A SIGNIEICANT REDUCTION IN HEROIN IN THE UNITED 
STATES; CONSEQUENTLY, THE PROGRAM IS DIMINISHING THE DRUG 
PROBLEM IN THIS COUNTRY. THIS PROGRAM, WHICH IS OBVIOUSLY 
IN OUR BEST INTERESTS, MUST BE MAINTAINED ALONG WITH EEEORTS 
BEING MADE TO REDUCE THE HEALTH HAZARD OE PARAQUAT CON- 
TAMINATION OP MARIJUANA. THE CREDIT EOR CURRENT PROGRESS 
IN AMELIORATING THE DRUG PROBLEM CAN BE LARGELY GIVEN TO 
THE COMMITMENT AND EPPORT OP THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT EOR 
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WHICH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE. THE 
UNDERSTANDING, SUPPORT, AND COOPERATION THAT THE MEXICAN 
GOVERNMENT IS PROVIDING US IN DEALING WITH THIS ISSUE ARE 
MOST HELPPUL. 

7. THE EMBASSY IS ASKED TO REVIEW THE TEXT OP THE PROPOSED 
STATEMENT, SHOW ITS CONTENTS TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND 
PROVIDE US WITH COMMENTS ASAP. 

8. FOLLOWING IS THE PROPOSED TEXT: BEGIN QUOTE 

DR. PETER BOURNE, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT, 

TODAY ANNOUNCED THAT AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE HERBICIDE 
PARAQUAT EOR MARIJUANA ERADICATION WAS BEING CONSIDERED 
BECAUSE OP THE GOVERNMENT'S INTEREST IN THE POSSIBLE 
HEALTH CONSEQUENCES TO THOSE AMERICANS WHO ILLEGALLY USE 
MARIJUANA FROM MEXICO WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN SPRAYED WITH 
PARAQUAT. DR. BOURNE STATED, "WHILE WE STILL MAINTAIN 
A POLICY OP DISCOURAGING THE USE OF MARIJUANA, WE ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE HEALTH CONSEQUENCES OP MARI- 
JUANA SPRAYED WITH HERBICIDES." 
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ALTHOUGH NO SPECIFIC EVIDENCE OE ADVERSE EEFECTS HAVE BEEN 
PROVEN AMONG MARIJUANA USERS, CONCERN HAS BEEN RAISED 
REGARDING THE USE OE PARAQUAT IN ERADICATING MARIJUANA. 
EOLLOWING THE RELEASE OE PRELIMINARY HEALTH INEORMATION 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OE HEW ON MARCH 12, 1978, THE DRUG POLICY 

OEFICE OP THE WHITE HOUSE, AS PART OP AN OVERALL REVIEW OP 
THE ISSUE BEGUN IN MID-1977, DIRECTED THAT AN INTERAGENCY 
REVIEW OP ALTERNATIVE SPRAY MATERIALS BE UNDERTAKEN. 

THE REVIEW WAS CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENTS OP AGRICULTURE, 
HEW, AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, AND IDENTIPIED 
13 ALTERNATIVE CHEMICALS. AVAILABLE DATA SUGGEST THAT THE 
CHEMICAL 2,4-D MIGHT BE EPPECTIVE IN ERADICATING THE PLANT 
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WITHOUT BEING TOXIC TO USERS IN AMOUNTS WHICH MIGHT REMAIN. 
THE GROUP RECOMMENDED THAT THE SPRAY MATERIAL BE COMBINED 
WITH A NOXIOUS BUT SAFE ADDITIVE THAT WOULD YIELD EASY 
IDENTIPICATION POR THE USER SHOULD THE SPRAYED MARIJUANA 
BE ILLEGALLY HARVESTED AND BROUGHT INTO THE UNITED STATES. 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OP POSSIBILITIES POR SUCH AN ADDITIVE. 

THE USE OP LOW VOLATILE ESTERS OF 2,4-D APPLIED IN OIL 
OR WATER EMULSIONS IS CURRENTLY REGISTERED IN THE UNITED 
STATES BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY POR THE 
CONTROL OP A BROAD SPECTRUM OP WEEDS IN MANY POOD, FEED, 

AND FIBER CROPS AND POR CONTROL OP WEEDS IN AQUATIC AND 
NON-CROP LAND SITES. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF USING ALTERNATIVE SPRAY MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN DISCUSSED WITH THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. AS PART OP 
ITS OWN EXTENSIVE RESEARCH EFPORT IN CONTINUING EVALUATION 
OP SPRAYS USED FOR ERADICATION AND GENERAL AGRICULTURAL 
PURPOSES, THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING THE 
ADDITION OP A NOXIOUS AGENT TO THE CHEMICALS USED IN 
ERADICATION. WE HAVE PASSED OUR INITIAL PINDINGS CON- 
CERNING 2,4-D TO THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT, AS PART OP OUR 
ONGOING COOPERATIVE EPFORTS TO CONTROL ILLICIT DRUG 
TRAFPIC. BOTH GOVERNMENTS WILL WORK TOGETHER TO ASSURE 
THAT APPROPRIATE CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO RESOLVE 
ANY HEALTH HAZARDS IN THE NARCOTICS CONTROL EPPORT. END 
OP QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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TAGS: SNAR,MX 

SUBJECT: STATEMENT ON ALTERNATIVE HERBICIDE 

1 . THE PRELIMINARY EINDINGS OE THE NIDA STUDY COMMISSIONED 
IN JUNE 1977 TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBLE HEALTH HAZARD 

POSED TO AMERICAN MARIJUANA SMOKERS BY PARAQUAT CONTAMINATED 
MARIJUANA ILLEGALLY IMPORTED EROM MEXICO, WAS RELEASED TO 
THE PUBLIC ON MARCH 12. A SUBSEQUENT PRESS RELEASE BY HEW 
SECRETARY CALIFANO WARNED MARIJUANA SMOKERS OF A POTENTIAL 
ADDPTIONAL RISK THEY FACE OVER AND ABOVE THE INHERENT 
HEALTH OR LEGAL DANGER INVOLVED IN MARIJUANA CONSUMPTION. 

THE WARNING WAS NOTEDHBY THE PRESS AND MEDIA IN THE U.S. 

AND HAS RECEIVED WIDESPREAD COVERAGE. 
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2. THE DRUG POLICY OEEICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE SUBSEQUENTLY 
REQUESTED HEW, AGRICULTURE, AND ERA TO EXAMINE ALTERNATIVE 
HERBICIDES. THAT INQUPRY HAS NOW REYULTED IN A PRELIMINARY 
CONCLUSION THAT 2,4-D IS A SAEER CHEMICAL THAN PARAQUAT 
EOR USE IN A MARIJUANA ERADICATION PROGRAM. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


3. THESE FINDINGS ARE SUMMARIZED IN THE STATEMENT SET FORTH 
IN PARA 8 THAT IS PROPOSED FOR RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC ON 
APRIL 24. 

4. IN KEEPING WITH THE ONGOING CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THIS ISSUE AND OTHERS OE THE 
COOPERATIVE U.S. AND MEXICAN NARCOTICS CONTROL EEFORT, WE 
REQUEST THAT THE STATEMENT BE SHOWN TO THE MEXICAN ATTORNEY 
GENERAL PRIOR TO ITY RELEASE. 

5. THA TIMING OE THE RELEASE OE THE MESSAGE IS URGENT IN 
VIEW OE THE SCHEDULE OE HEARINGS FOR THE NORML LAWSUIT AND 
THE EXPECTED ATTENTION THAT THIS ISSUE WILL RECEIVE DURING 
THE SENATE EOREIGN RELATIONS HEARING SCHEDULED EOR APRIL 
26. 

6. THEHMEXICAN ERADICATION EEEORT AGAINST OPIUM POPPIES IS 
SHOWING A SIGNIEICANT REDUCTION IN HEROIN IN THE UNITED 
STATES; CONSEQUENTLY, THE PROGRAM IS DIMINISHING THE DRUG 
PROBLEM IN THIS COUNTRY. THIS PROGRAM, WHICH IS OBVIOUSLY 

IN OUR BEST INTERESTS, MQYT BE MAINTAINED ALONG WITH EEEORTS 
BEING MADE TO REDUCE THE HEALTH HAZARD OE PARAQUAT CON- 
TAMINATION OP MARIJUANA. THE CREDIT EOR CURRENT PROGRESS 
IN AMELIORATING THE DRUG PROBLEM CAN BE LARGELY GIVEN TO 
THE COMMITMENT AND EEEORT OP THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT EOR 
WHICH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE. THE 
QNDERSTANDING, SUPPORT, AND COOPERATION THAT THE MEXICAN 
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GOVERNMENT IS PROVIDPNG US IN DEALING WITH THIS ISSUE ARE 
MOST HELPPUL. 

7. THE EMBASSY IS ASKED TO REVIEW THE TEXT OP THE PROPOSED 
STATEMENT, SHOW ITS CONTENTS TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND 
PROVIDE US WITH COMMENTS ASAP. 

8. FOLLOWING IS THE PROPOSED TEXT: BEGIN QUOTE 

DR. PETER BOURNE, SPECIAL AYSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT, 

TODAY ANNOUNCED THAT AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE HERBICIDE 
PARAQUAT EOR MARIJUANA ERADICATION WAS BEING CONSIDERED 
BECAUSE OP THE GOVERNMENT'S INTEREST IN THE POSSIBLE 
HEALTH CONSEQUENCES TO THOSE AMERICANS WHO ILLEGALLY USE 
MARIJUANA FROM MEXICO WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN SPRAYED WITH 
PARAQUAT. DR. BOURNE STATED, "WHILE WE STILL MAINTAIN 
A POLICY OX DISCOURAGING THE USE OP MARIJUANA, WE ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE HEALTH CONSEQUENCES OP MARI- 
JUANA SPRAYED WITH HERBICIDES." 

ALTHOUGH NO SPECIFIC EVIDENCE OP ADVERSE EPFECTS HAVE BEEN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PROVEN AMONG MARIJUANA USERS, CONCERN HAS BEEM RAPSED 
REGARDING THE USE OE PARAQUAT IN ERADICATING MARIJUANA. 
EOLLOWING THE RELEASE OF PRELIMINARY HEALTH INFORMATION 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEWHON MARCH 12, 1978, THE DRUG POLICY 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE, AS PART OF AN OVERALL REVIEW OF 
THE ISSUE BEGUN IN MID-1977, DIRECTED THAT AN INTERAGENCY 
REVIEW OF ALTERNATIVE SPRAY MATERIALS BE UNDERTAKEN. 

THE REVIEW WAS CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTMEMTS OF AGRICULTURE, 
HEW, AND THE ENVIROMMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, AND IDENTIFIED 
13 ALTERNATIVE CHEMICALS. AVAILABLE DATA SUGGEST THAT THE 
CHEMICAL 2,4-D MIGHT BE EFFECTIVE IN ERADICATING THEHPLANT 
WITHOUT BEING TOXIC TO USERS IN AMOUNTS WHICH MIGHT REMAIN. 
THE GROUP RECOMMENDED THAT THE SPRAY MATERIAL BE COMBINED 
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WITH A NOXIOUS BUT SAFE ADDITIVE THAT WOULD YIELD EASY 
IDENTIFICATION FOR THE USER SHOULD THE SPRAYED MARIJUANA 
BE ILLEGALLY HARVESTED AND BROUGHT INTO THE UNITED STATES. 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF POSSIBILITIES FOR SUCH AN ADDITIVE. 

THE USE OF LOW VOLATILE ESTERS OF 2,4-D APPLIED IN OIL 
OR WATER EMULSPONS IS CURRENTLY REGISTERED IN THE UNITED 
STATES BY THEENVIRONMENTAL PROTEVTION AGENCY FOR THE 
CONTROL OF A BROAD SPECTRUM OF WEEDS IN MANY FOOD, FEED, 

AND FIBER CROPS AND FOR CONTROL OF WEEDS IN AQUATIC AND 
NON-CROP LAND SITES. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF USING ALTERNATIVE SPRAY MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN DISCUSSED WITH THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. AS PART OF 
ITS OWN EXTEMSIVE RESEARCH EFFORT IN CONTINUING EVALUATION 
OF SPRAYS USED FOR ERADICATION AND GENERAL AGRICULTURAL 
PURPOSES, THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING THE 
ADDITION OF A NOXIOUS AGENT TO THE CHEMICALS USED IN 
ERADICATION. WE HAVE PASSED OUR INITIAL FINDINGS CON- 
CERNING 2,4-D TO THE MEXICAN GOVERNMEMT, AS PART OF OUR 
ONGOING COOPERATIVE EFFORTS TO CONTROL ILLICIT DRUG 
TRAFFIC. BOTH GOVERNMENTS WILL WORK TOGETHER TO ASSURE 
THAT APPROPRIATE CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO RESOLVE 
ANY HEALTH HAZARDS IN THE NARCOTICS CONTROL EFFORT. END 
OF QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 
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